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Cabinet  

Held on Tuesday 24 January 2023 

(In person in The Salford Suite, Civic Centre, Chorley Road, Swinton, Salford)  

Present 

Paul Dennett   City Mayor 
Tracy Kelly   Statutory Deputy City Mayor (in the Chair) 

John Merry CBE  Deputy City Mayor 

Lead Members: 

Sharmina August              Inclusive Economy, Anti-Poverty & Equalities  

Barbara Bentham              Environment, Neighbourhoods & Community Safety  
Jim Cammell                     Children’s and Young People’s Services 
Jack Youd                         Finance and Support Services 

Executive Support Members (at the invitation of the City Mayor):  

Samantha Bellamy  Anti-Poverty & Equalities 
Philip Cusack       Skills, Work and Business 

Jane Hamilton                    Climate Change, Low Carbon & Green Agenda 
David Lancaster  Environment, Neighbourhoods and Community Safety 

Teresa Pepper                   Education & Learning 
Hannah Robinson-Smith   Social Care & Mental Health 

Officers: 

Debbie Brown  Strategic Director Service Reform 
Melissa Caslake   Interim Executive Director Children 
Sue Hill    Head of Communications 

Maggie Kufeldt                   Interim Executive Director Adults 
Iolanda Puzio  City Solicitor 

Jacquie Russell  Assistant Director, Strategy and Change 
John Searle   Strategic Director Place 
Tom Stannard  Chief Executive 

John Wooderson  Head of Service Urban Renewal 
Liz Wright                           Senior Democratic Services Officer 

1. Apologies for absence 

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of the following elected members:  

Councillor Mike McCusker and Councillor Stephen Coen.  

2. Declarations of interest 

There were no declared. 

3.  Minutes 

The minutes of the previous meeting were moved as a correct record by Councillor 

Sharmina August and seconded by Councillor Phil Cusack.  

Resolved: That, the minutes of the meeting held on 24.01.23 were approved as a 

correct record. 
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4. Rent and Service Charge Setting for 2023/24 and future years - Private 
Sector Housing Assistance Policy (PSHAP) 2023 – Revised Policy 

The Statutory Deputy City Mayor (Councillor Tracy Kelly) gave and introduction for 

the report and commented that the policy was to support residents and support the 

very important aim of keeping them in their own homes wherever possible. 

The Head of Service Urban Renewal (John Wooderson) introduced the report and 

highlighted the following. 

 The city council has a duty to have a policy to outline the assistance and grants 

available to residents in the private sector. 

 The original policy was adopted by the city council in 2003 and has been updated 
several times since then. 

 Residents saw the equity loans system to be complex and unpredictable. 

 The updated policy would include the replacement of the equity release loans 

with direct loans with to recoup the loan on sale or transfer. 

 The results of the consultation on the policy. 

 Some of the key changes were outlined, such as: 
o Changes to the eligibility criteria: 

- Residency at property for 2 years as main home (in line with Salford Home 
Search and local connection requirement) 

- Age eligibility increased to 65 years of age or over for applicants, up from 

60 years. 
- Means tested benefits to ensure limited council resources are targeted at 

those most in need of financial support; 
o Equity loan products be replaced by the provision of grants which will be 

repayable upon the sale or transfer or ownership in the majority of 

circumstances; 
o Amendments and revisions to ensure consistency, fairness and accessibility. 

 The policy would be checked for accessibility before being published on the city 
council website. 

 

The City Mayor invited questions and comments from members and the following 

discussion was held. 

 The report and policy were commended and officers were thanked for their work. 

 It was commented that the policy helped provide support and assistance where 
previously Government funding had been provided. 

 A question was asked if there was likely to be an increase in requests for loans 
and the level of risk involved.  It was reported that it was likely there would be 

some increase and that the response would be monitored as part of the Housing 
Strategy Action plan and dealt with as part of that process.  Evidence of 

increased demand could also be used for future planning and any appropriate 
funding requests/applications.  Help would only be made available appropriately 
and the loans would not exceed 70% of the property value to ensure there was a 

buffer.  There was no interest on the loans and so this helped to remove barriers 
for some groups in the community getting access to the support. 

 A member commented that the policy was important help for residents in very 
difficult times. 

 It was commented that the policy offered vital support and that could stop 

vulnerable people having to get loans off higher risk lenders. 
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 Concern was expressed about the private rented sector and high rents and the 
need for a strategic approach to supporting residents. 

 Members welcomed and supported the policy for the residents of the city. 
 

The City Mayor read out the recommendation from the report and the report and its 

recommendations were approved. 

 

Resolved: That, The City Mayor in consultation Cabinet approved the revised 

Private Sector Housing Assistance Policy. 

5. School Budgets 2023/24 

The Executive Director for Children’s Services (Melissa Caslake) introduced the 

report and highlighted the following. 

 The National Funding Formula had been applied to the schools budget 

allocations. 

 Some schools had declining budgets and in these cases it was due to falling pupil 

numbers. 

 School Forum had approved the formula and allocations as required and all the 
schools had received notification of their proposed budget allocations. 

 School accountants from the Finance Team were working closely with the 
schools to help them plan their budgets. 

 In terms of the impact on schools, the Local Authority was not aware of any plans 
for compulsory redundancies in any of the schools for next year, at this time.   

 

The City Mayor invited questions and comments from members and the following 

discussion was held. 

 Clarification was sought on whether or not their would be any redundancies in 
schools for the next financial year and it was confirmed that the academies were 

not obliged to share information with the Local Authority (LA) and none of them 
had informed the LA at this time of any proposed redundancies for the 2023/24 
financial year. 

 A question was asked about the impact of the inflationary pressures on schools 
and if the National Funding Formula (NFF) covered this. It was explained that 

Headteachers had reported that the NFF did not match the pressures on the 
actual rising costs for energy, resources and teachers and staff pay rises and so 
other efficiencies were having to be made and that this was proving to be very 

challenging. 

 A member commented that inflationary pressures were not being covered for 

schools or for the LA. 

 Concern was expressed that school governors had been told that converting to 

academies would mean they would have extra funding and that academies were 
also struggling financially. 

 Concern was expressed that academisation was transferring public assets to 

private bodies. 

 A question was asked about the £2 Billion funding for education and what that 

actually meant for schools.  It was confirmed that the LA was still awaiting details 
from the Department for Education (DfE) on what this means for the LA schools. 
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The City Mayor read out the recommendations from the report and the report and its 

recommendations were approved, with the support highlighted as discussed above. 

Resolved: That, The City Mayor in consultation Cabinet approved the school’s 

budgets for 2023/24. 

6. Any other urgent business 

There were no items of any other business. 


